
 
 

 
  

 British Combinatorial Newsletter No. 32 (Autumn 2022)   
 

   Remember this Newsletter aims to complement the Bulletin with some additional 

information about (e.g.) details of forthcoming meetings, summaries of recent 

movements of people, visitors, etc.;  records of “outreach” activities or recent 

breakthrough results in the subject: it might include a combinatorial problem or an 

occasional oddity. British Combinatorial Newsletters are produced at the start of the 

academic year (when the movements information is most useful to e.g. seminar 

organisers) and also at around the time of the Bulletin (end of April or so) to let you 

know what is coming up over the Summer. They are on the BCB website at  

https://britishcombinatorial.wordpress.com/british-combinatorial-bulletin/ which also 

give access to the annual Bulletin.   

 

      If you have material which you think might be suitable for inclusion, or 

suggestions as to how the newsletter should evolve, please contact the Editor, David 

Penman (dbpenman@essex.ac.uk). The Editor reserves control of content.   

 

 

Forthcoming meetings  

 
Things may continue to be slightly messy as we emerge from the pandemic….. 

 
The next BCC (the 30th)  is intended to be held at QMUL in 2024.  More details will 

be announced in due course, including exact dates.   

 

For the website for past BCCs, see 

http://staff.computing.dundee.ac.uk/kedwards/bcc/past.html  

 

 

Regular short meetings supported by the BCC:  

 
Meetings etc. may still be disrupted by COVID-19 or other considerations.  

 

   

Scottish Combinatorics Meeting.  The next meeting in this series will take place at 

Strathclyde on 22nd and 23rd May 2023. See 

https://combinatorics.cis.strath.ac.uk/scm2023/ for details as they become available.  

Speakers will include Simon Blackburn (RHUL), Robert Brignall (OU). Akshay 

Gupte (Edinburgh), Ruth Hoffmann (St Andrews). Ciaran McCreesh (Glasgow), 

Torsten Mütze (Warwirk) and Katherine Staden (Open).   There will be opportunities 

for research students to talk, and are likely to be some funds to support their 

attendance.  

 

    

London:  The next two linked 1-day colloquia in Combinatorics at QMUL and LSE 

will hopefully take place at around the usual time in 2023.  

 

Oxford 1-day meeting in Combinatorics:  It is hoped that there will be an Oxford 
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meeting at about the usual time in 2023. Further details will be announced in due 

course.   

 

Announcements about any other meetings will be made in due course.  

 

Mailing lists etc.  

 

You are reminded that we have a BCC mailing list which now advertises jobs, 

meetings, studentships etc. likely to be of interest to the British combinatorial 

community (including meetings/jobs abroad). I as list owner must retain a right to 

decide whether an announcement is of interest. Please contact me 

(dbpenman@essex.ac.uk) if you want to be added to the BCC mailing list (you can 

also withdraw at any time) or if you want an announcement sent to the list).  

 

There is also the list of BCB (British Combinatorial Bulletin) reps, please let me 

know if you wish to change the rep for your institution (preferred form of request an 

email from new rep copied to old rep to avoid any accusations of impropriety), or if 

your institution (which doesn’t have to be a University if you are seriously interested 

in combinatorics) does not at present have one.  

 

Lists of forthcoming conferences in Combinatorics and related areas can be found in 

various places, including but not restricted to 

https://britishcombinatorial.wordpress.com/conferences/  

http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html  

http://www.maths.lse.ac.uk/Personal/jan/conferences.html  

https://www.conference-service.com/conferences/graph-theory.html  

 

BCC Twitter account.  
 

The Committee is now on Twitter – see  British Combinatorial Committee 

(@UKCombinatorics) / Twitter.   We would like to re-iterate that announcements 

which would historically have gone to the mailing list(s) and the Bulletin/Newsletter  

will continue to do so and will be unaffected by the Twitter account.  Feedback on 

how well or otherwise the Twitter account is working is welcome and can be directed 

to me (dbpenman@essex.ac.uk) in the first instance.  

 

 

Movements.  

Open: Dr Reem Yassawi has left the OU to move to QMUL.  Jo\ef Širáň is about to 

retire.   

  

Ph.D theses in Combinatorics.  

 
Open:  Rob Lewis was awarded a PhD  on “Analysis and construction of extremal 

circulant and other Abelian Cayley graphs” .He was supervised by Jozef Širáň and the 

examiners (chaired by Uwe Grimm) were Janka Chlebikova (external) and Robert 

mailto:dbpenman@essex.ac.uk
https://britishcombinatorial.wordpress.com/conferences/
http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html
http://www.maths.lse.ac.uk/Personal/jan/conferences.html
https://www.conference-service.com/conferences/graph-theory.html
https://twitter.com/UKCombinatorics
https://twitter.com/UKCombinatorics
mailto:dbpenman@essex.ac.uk


 
 

 
  

Brignall (internal).  

 

 

Miscellaneous.  

 
Einar Steingrímsson has written a history of the Strathclyde Combinatorics Group, 

which had its origins in Gothenburg, Sweden, then moved to Reykjavík, Iceland, 

before coming to Glasgow. It has been published in Enumerative Combinatorics and 

Applications and is available from 

http://ecajournal.haifa.ac.il/Volume2023/ECA2023_S1H1.pdf. 

 

 

 

Unsolved Problem 

 
This arises from a recent preprint by Alon, Friedgut, Kalai and Kindler, see 

 afkk2.pdf (tau.ac.il)  but in fact the issues were raised already in ab older one by 

Buhler, Freiling, Graham, Kariv, Roche, Tiefenbruck, Van Alten and Yeroshkin 

https://arxiv.org/pdf/1407.4711 which is a more general survey of related problems  – 

though the main problem, due to Levine, is older than that  

 

Each of t players has a stack of n hats on his head (usually think of n as very large) 

each hat being coloured black or white equiprobably and independently of all other 

hats. Every player sees the colours of all the hats on every player except himself.  

Then every player selects one hat from his stack. If every player chooses a black hat, 

the collective of players win, but if even one of them does not, the players lose. The 

players are allowed to collaborate before the colours are assigned, but not thereafter.  

Let 𝑝(𝑡, 𝑛) be the maximum probability of success, over all possible strategies. Let 

𝑝(𝑡) = lim
𝑛→∞

𝑝(𝑡, 𝑛). Levine’s conjecture is the following 

 

lim
𝑛→∞

𝑝(𝑡) = 0 

 

This seems to be still unproven.  Alon et al. in their preprint prove that 𝑝(𝑡) is a 

strictly decreasing function of 𝑡: this was already in the paper by Buhler et al.  
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