
British Combinatorial Committee

Minutes of the July 2022 meeting

Friday 14 July 2022, 12.30pm
University of Lancaster (George Fox LT2) and on Zoom

Present: Julia Wolf (Chair – JW), Robert Johnson (Secretary – RJ), Simon
Blackburn (SB), Julia Böttcher (JB), Candy Bowtell (CB), Stefanie Gerke
(SG), Tony Nixon (TN), Jozef Skokan (JS), Katherine Staden (KS), Andrew
Treglown (AT).

Apologies: David Penman

1. Welcome to new Committee and co-option of extra members

JW thanked the committee for agreeing to serve and welcomed the
new committee member (SG).

It was agreed to co-opt Felix Fischer as lead organiser for the 2024
BCC and Tony Nixon as the outgoing conference organiser.

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 5 May 2022.

These were approved.

3. Matters arising

(a) Finding a permanent home for the BCC archive: PC had spoken
to Bridget but the archive was too big to move easily. Bridget
will investigate sending it to PC by courier.

(b) The twitter account has been launched and is growing slowly but
steadily.

(c) The PhD prize ceremony will happen tomorrow. We expect the
next one to be run in the same way with deadlines shifted 2 years.

Action: RJ to to set up website section for prize includ-
ing rules, past winners and details of how to nominate.
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4. Matters arising from conference business meeting

(a) There had been some discussion on the printed book of surveys.
The impression from the Business meeting was that the book was
a positive thing which we should continue with. While it is good
to keep the registration costs down, it is not clear that leaving out
the book from the conference pack would make much difference.
Local organisers should continue to negotiate with CUP to get
the best deal. It was noted that one invited speaker did decline
because of the need to write a survey article.

(b) AT reported that some of the Birmingham PhD students were
willing to organise the next PCC. One of these should be co-
opted onto the committee as postgrad representative.

Action: AT to contact them and decide who to co-opt.
Also, put them in touch with CB and Ben Bumpus as
past organisers.

(c) Business meeting attendance was low. The next organisers should
think about encouraging better attendance by explaining the pur-
pose of the meeting and possibly scheduling it at a better time.

5. Report on BCC29 (Lancaster)

TN reported that things were going well. There had been 178 par-
ticipants registered although around 12-15 had cancelled in the week
before. There had been many fewer international particpants (espe-
cially from China, Japan and Australia) probably due to covid-related
travel concerns.

There had been a few problems with the university conference team.

Things were expected to be quite tight financially. There was some
discussion on whether we should reconsider what expenses and reduc-
tions we offer to plenary and minisymposia speakers. AT noted that
in the past some plenary speakers with significant grants don’t claim
travel expenses anyway.

Action: TN to provide detailed financial report and share
with JW and the 2024 local organisers.
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6. Host for BCC30 2024

An offer from Queen Mary University of London to host in 2024 had
been accepted. Dates will need to be finalised but we should be able
to do this soon. The committee agreed that it was very desirable to
fix the dates by September 2022

SB reported that Cardiff are potential hosts for 2026. The committee
agreed that this would be a good option.

7. Date of Next Meeting

A meeting to select plenary speakers for BCC 2024 will be arranged
by doodlepoll in the next two weeks.

The next scheduled committee meeting will be in May 2023. However,
if the officers felt it useful, we can arrange an additional zoom meeting
in the Autumn of 2022.

8. Any Other Business

None.
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