
British Combinatorial Committee

Minutes of the BCC28 Conference Business meeting

Tuesday 21 July 2022, 5:40pm,
(George Fox Lecture Theatre 1, University of Lancaster)

Present: Peter Cameron (Chair), Robert Johnson (Secretary) and 18 other
conference participants.

1. Minutes from BCC 2021 Business meeting

These were approved.

2. Matters Arising

There were none.

3. Financial Report

The committee is in good shape financially due to a combination of
an unusually high surplus from the 2019 conference and the absence
of grant requests for workshops during covid restrictions.

Jan van den Heuvel asked whether there was an expectation of making
a surplus from future conferences to maintain an income. While there
is no aim to deliberately make a surplus from conferences, the local
organiser is encouraged to be cautious and set the registration fee to
be sure of doing no worse than breeaking even. It was recognised that
this can be a delicate matter.

There was some discussion on keeping registration fee low for future
conferences by looking at the costs associated with the book of surveys,
as well as what is included in the registration fee (eg lunches). It was
agreed that local organisers and the Committee should look carefully
at all components of the costs.

There was a suggestion that we look into a wider range of sources of
sponsorship for the conference.

4. Election of Officers

The committee’s nominations for officers were:

• Chair: Julia Wolf

• Secretary: Robert Johnson
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• Treasurer: Simon Blackburn

There being no other nominations, these were all elected.

Peter Cameron remained in the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.

5. Election of Other Committee Members

The following eight nominations to serve as committee members had
been received and all were elected: Julia Böttcher, Candy Bowtell, Pe-
ter Cameron, Stefanie Gerke, David Penman, Jozef Skokan, Katherine
Staden, Andrew Treglown.

The Chair thanked the outgoing members of the committee: Kitty
Meeks and Max Gadouleau.

6. Future British Combinatorial Conferences

Robert Johnson reported that Queen Mary University of London were
willing to host in 2024. It is not clear yet which dates are available
but this is being looked into. Felix Fischer has agreed to lead the local
organising team. The meeting enthusiastically accepted this offer.

7. Postgraduate Combinatorics Conference

Andrew Treglown reported that some of the Birmingham students had
expressed an interest in running this. He will follow up before the next
Committee meeting.

8. Any other business relevant to the well-being of Combinatorics in the
UK

Peter Cameron noted that he had enjoyed serving as Chair and was
confident that he was handing over a Committee in excellent shape.

Jan van den Heuvel thanked Peter for all his work as Chair and this
was enthusiastically acclaimed by the meeting.
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