
British Combinatorial Committee

Minutes of the May 2022 meeting

Thursday 5 May 2022, 9.30am, via Zoom

Present: Peter Cameron (Chair – PC), Robert Johnson (Secretary – RJ),
Simon Blackburn (SB), Julia Böttcher (JB), Candy Bowtell (CB), Kitty
Meeks (KM) until 10am, Tony Nixon (TN), David Penman (DP), Jozef
Skokan (JS), Katherine Staden (KS), Andrew Treglown (AT) from 10am,
Julia Wolf (JW).

Apologies: Benjamin Bumpus, Max Gadouleau.

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 9 July 2021.

These were approved.

2. Matters arising

It was noted that we still need to find an organiser for BCC30 in 2024.
The University of Bristol was suggested.

Action: PC to investigate Bristol as a possible BCC30 host.
Others to suggest alternatives if required.

3. Annual report

The report was approved subject to a small number of minor correc-
tions.

Action: RJ to finalise the annual report and submit it to the
OSCR.

4. Financial report

The financial statement for September 2020 - September 2021 was
approved.

The finances are in a healthy situation largely because of the unusually
large surplus from the 2019 BCC in Birmingham and the cancellation
of several meetings which we would have supported due to Covid-19
restrictions. We do expect more requests for support in the coming
year as in-person meetings begin to be organised again.

1



5. BCC29 (Lancaster)

TN provided a short report on arrangements. Registrations are a little
down on previous years but still reasonable with around 150 registered
with one week to go until the deadline.

Decisions on conference arrangements are made by the local organ-
ising committee. However, the committee offered suggestions on the
scheduling of mini-symposia, the timing of the thesis prize ceremony
and lecture, and the designation of the Rado lecturer.

6. Committee Nominations for Officers

The committee agreed these as

• Chair: Julia Wolf

• Secretary: Robert Johnson

• Treasurer: Simon Blackburn

Action: RJ to provide statement of these nominations along
with details of committee member nomination process for
TN to circulate to conference participants.

7. Twitter Account Proposal

A proposal from RJ to set up a BCC twitter account had been circu-
lated before the meeting. There was cautious enthusiasm for this. CB
was willing to assist with the set-up and running of the account. It
was agreed to explore this further with the aim of launching it at or
shortly before the conference if feasible. DP should also be involved
as bulletin editor.

Action: RJ, CB and DP to discuss details of this and come
back to committee for approval before the conference.

8. Thesis Prize Update

JB reported that the winner and runner-up had been decided and
notified. They will both attend (at least part of) the conference. Sup-
port had been obtained from the Heilbronn Institute, the Insitute of
Combinatorics and its Applications and Cambridge University Press.

It was agree that we should review the process for running the prize
in subsequent year at a future meeting. It was also agreed to set up a
section of the website for the prize to include rules and past winners.
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Action: JB to arrange certificates for the winner and runner-
up to be presented at the Lancaster BCC.

The committee thanked JB and JS for their work on this.

9. Requests for Support

Confidential Item

10. Date of next meeting

This will be during the Lancaster conference, provisionally Thursday
14 July 1:00pm-2:00pm.

11. Any other business.

(a) DP had been in contact with Bridget Webb who still has the BC
archive. She can bring it to Lancaster and would like to pass it
on to someone for long-term storage.

(b) The Postgraduate Combinatorics Conference (PCC) had not been
run for a few years. It would be good to find an organiser for
this who would be co-opted to the commitee as postgraduate
representative. CB suggested one of the Birmingham students.
This should be discussed at the conference business meeting.

Action: Someone to arrange collection of archive from Lan-
caster.

Action: RJ to include item on the PCC on the Business
meeting agenda.
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