
British Combinatorial Committee

Minutes of the July 2021 meeting

Friday 9 July 2021, 1.00pm, via Zoom

Present: Peter Cameron (Chair – PC), Robert Johnson (Secretary – RJ),
Simon Blackburn (SB), Julia Böttcher (JB), Candy Bowtell (CB), Max
Gadouleau (MG), Kitty Meeks (KM), Tony Nixon (TN), David Penman
(DP), Jozef Skokan (JS), Katherine Staden (KS), Andrew Treglown (AT),
Julia Wolf (JW).

Apologies: Benjamin Bumpus (BB)

1. Welcome to new Committee and co-option of extra members

PC welcomed the new committee members (CB, JS and JW).

It was agreed to co-opt Max Gadouleau as the outgoing conference
organiser.

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 10 May 2021.

These were approved.

3. Matters arising

(a) The annual report and been submitted to the OSCR on time.

(b) The mailing list had been raised at the conference meeting with
some discussion and a request for comments.

(c) The PCC had been raised at the conference meeting with an
invitation for potential volunteers to contact CB or BB.

(d) Confidential Item

4. Thesis prize

JB summarised the proposal for the benefit of new members. The
main outstanding issue is a sponsor for the prize money. JW suggested
asking the Heilbronn Institute and noted that we would need to get
request in by late August.

Action: JB to tidy up the proposal. PC to send this to the
Heilbronn institute with a request for support.

1



5. Report on BCC28 (Durham)

MG reported that the conference had run smoothly. The 400+ partic-
ipants was the largest attendance for any BCC and the online format
had resulted in a greater diversity of countries represented. The ple-
nary lectures had been recorded and would be posted next week.

The committee thanked Max and his team of organisers for their hard
work.

6. Update on BCC29 (Lancaster)

TN reported that since the May meeting, funding from the LMS had
been approved. The survey articles had mainly been recieved although
one speaker would be unable to produce a survey article.

The current plan is to hold the conference completely in-person but
switching online would need to be considered in an emergency. DP
asked about hybrid options (partly to build on the advantages of large
attendance and ease of participation of this year’s conference). It
seems hard to run a hybrid conference which works for both in-person
and online participants but this could be explored.

7. Host for BCC30 2024

Currently there is nothing planned and this should be decided soon.
PC asked for volunteers or suggestions. Bristol is one possibility.

8. Date of Next Meeting

At the London 2-day colloqium in May 2022. If necessary we can
arrange an additional zoom meeting in the Autumn of 2021.

9. Any Other Business

None.
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