
British Combinatorial Committee

Minutes of the May 2021 meeting

Thursday 10 May 2021, 2.00pm, via Zoom

Present: Peter Cameron (Chair – PC), Robert Johnson (Secretary – RJ),
Simon Blackburn (SB), Julia Böttcher (JB), Benjamin Bumpus (BB), Max
Gadouleau (MG), James Hirschfeld (JH), Kitty Meeks (KM), Tony Nixon
(TN), David Penman (DP), Maryam Sharifzadeh (MS), Katherine Staden
(KS), Andrew Treglown (AT).

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 14 May 2020.

These were approved.

2. Matters arising

It was noted that the plans for a thesis prize had stalled. However the
committee expressed desire to proceed with this in time for the first
award to be made at the 2022 conference.

Action: PC to contact ICA and CUP to find out if they would
be willing to provide prize money.

3. Annual report

The report was approved a small number of minor corrections.

Action: RJ to finalise the annual report and submit it to the
OSCR.

4. Financial report

The financial statement for September 2019 - September 2020 was
approved.

The finances are in a healthy situation largely because several meet-
ings which we would have supported were cancelled due to Covid-19
restrictions. It was noted that the 2021 conference (BCC28) would
not generate the usual surplus as it ws being run online with no reg-
istration fee.
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5. Requests for Support

(a) Some meetings which we had previously agreed to support have
been postponed due to Covid-19 restrictions. The committee
agreed that for these, and any subsequent similar cases, the fund-
ing could be delayed to cover the postponed meeting without
further application.

(b) Confidential Item

6. Update on BCC28 (Durham)

This would be held online.

A healthy number of registrations had been made but the number of
talks was a bit low. The deadline for talk abstracts would be extended
to 21 May.

It was decided that social events should be limited to avoid zoom-
fatigue. However there was some enthusiasm for holding an online
version of the concert.

The committee thanked MG for his work on this.

Action: DP to explore options for an online concert.

7. Committee Nominations for Officers

The current officers (Chair: Peter Cameron, Secretary: Robert John-
son, Treasurer: Simon Blackburn) were willing to stand again and
were approved as the committee’s nominations.

There was some discussion on how to run elections of officers and
committee members in a virtual meeting.

Action: RJ to draw up an email for conference participants
covering the process for elections and send to MG to circulate
along with Business meeting agenda.

8. Update on BCC29 (Lancaster)

This is currently being planned as an in-person meeting. The commit-
tee will support changing to a hybrid model if necessary.

The speakers and talk titles, and the mini-symposia are all confirmed.

The committee thanked TN for his work on this.
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9. Date of next meeting

This will be during the Durham conference, provisionally booked in as
Friday 9 July 1:00pm-2:00pm.

10. Any other business.

(a) DP raised the question of whether the scope of the mailing list
should be reviewed. It was agreed that this should be raised at
the conference business meeting in July

(b) BB reported that the PCC (postgraduate combinatorics confer-
ence) had been running as an online seminar series (e-PCC). This
had been successful and attracted a good audience. It would be
good to plan an in-person PCC but as yet there is no organiser.
Volunteers for this are sought; BB can provide information on
what the role involves and paperwork from previous instances.
In addition additional members of the e-PCC organising team
could be welcome. It was agreed that this should be raised at the
conference business meeting.

Action: RJ to include items on the mailing list and (e)PCC
on the Business meeting agenda.
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