
 
 

 
  

 British Combinatorial Newsletter No. 29 (Spring 2021)  
 

   Remember this Newsletter aims to complement the Bulletin with some additional 

information about (e.g.) details of forthcoming meetings, summaries of recent 

movements of people, visitors, etc.;  records of “outreach” activities or recent 

breakthrough results in the subject: it might include a combinatorial problem or an 

occasional oddity. British Combinatorial Newsletters are produced at the start of the 

academic year (when the movements information is most useful to e.g. seminar 

organisers) and also at around the time of the Bulletin (end of April or so) to let you 

know what is coming up over the Summer. They are on the BCB website at  

https://britishcombinatorial.wordpress.com/british-combinatorial-bulletin/ which also 

give access to the annual Bulletin.  This time, given the unusual environment we are all 

operating in at present, we have tried to be a bit more explicit than usual about seminar 

arrangements at various institutions this academic year and how to request to become 

involved with them.  

    Note in particular in this edition an update on the situation at Leicester (under “Other 

News” later).  

 

      If you have material which you think might be suitable for inclusion, or suggestions 

as to how the newsletter should evolve, please contact the Editor, David Penman 

(dbpenman@essex.ac.uk). The Editor reserves control of content.   

 

 

Forthcoming meetings  

 
We are still living in unruly times and there may be issues about whether, and in what 

format, events will go ahead.  

 
The next BCC (the 28

th
) is from 5-9 July 2021. It will be hosted by Durham but this 

BCC will be an online event only. The website https://community.dur.ac.uk/bcc.2021/ 

allows you to register and to contribute a talk.  If you wish to contribute a talk, you 

should submit your abstract by 14 May 2021. The deadline for registering without 

giving a talk is  18 June 2021.  

 

The list of invited speakers is: Karim Adiprasito (Copenhagen and Hebrew University), 

Daniele Bartoli (Perugia), Marthe Bonamy (Bordeaux), Catherine Greenhill (New 

South Wales), Deryk Osthus (Birmingham), Oleg Pikhurko (Warwick), Cheryl Praeger 

(Western Australia), Colva Roney-Dougal (St. Andrews) and Matthias Schacht 

(Hamburg).  

 

The local organiser is Max Gadouleau, assisted by other colleagues in both Computer 

Science and Mathematics at Durham.   

 

There will be mini-symposia in the areas of:  

 

Codes and cryptography (organiser: Maura Paterson (Birkbeck). Speakers Lilya 

Budaghyan (Bergen), Michael Kiermaier (Bayreuth), Siaw-Lynn Ng (Royal Holloway) 

and Doug Stinson (Waterloo)). 
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Designs and Latin squares (organiser: Ian Wanless (Monash). Speakers Peter Cameron 

(St Andrews), Nick Cavenagh (Waikato), Peter Dukes (Victoria) and Liana Yepremyan  

(LSE)).  

 

Extremal combinatorics (organiser:  Peter Allen (LSE). Speakers Michelle Delcourt 

(Ryerson), Anita Liebenau (Sydney), Natasha Morrison (Victoria) and Olaf Parczyk 

(LSE)). 

 

Graph colouring (organiser: Irena Penev (Prague). Speakers Louis Esperet (Grenoble),  

Chính T. Hoàng (Wilfrid Laurier). Sophie Spirkl (Waterloo) and Nicolas Trotignon 

(Lyon)). 

 

Probabilistic combinatorics (organiser: Agelos Georgakopoulos (Warwick). Speakers 

Andreas Galanis (Oxford), Alexander Holroyd (Bristol), Tobias Müller (Groningen) 

and Leonardo Rolla (Warwick)). 

 

Temporal Graphs  (organiser; Thomas Erlebach (Leicester). Speakers Kitty Meeks 

(Glasgow), Hendrik Molter (TU Berlin),. Nils Morawietz (Marburg) and Amitabh 

Trehan (Durham)). 

 

 

 

BCC 2022 at Lancaster The BCC after Durham (funnily enough, the 29
th

) will be at 

Lancaster in 2022. (Note the change of parity of the year of the BCC: this was the clear 

majority will at the Business Meeting at the BCC in Birmingham  in 2019).  The dates 

for this meeting are 11-15 July 2022.   The website is 

https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/maths/bcc2022/  

 

The invited speakers are:  Noga Alon (Princeton), Jozsef Balogh (UIUC), Irit Dinur 

(Weizmann), David Ellis (Bristol), Valentina Pepe (Rome), Alexey Pokrovskiy (UCL), 

László Végh (LSE), Paul Wollan (Rome) and Josephine Yu (Georgia Tech).   

 

Mini-symposia on the following topics will be organised by the following people, more 

details later:  

 

Additive combinatorics (Ben Green, Oxford) 

Designs and algebraic structures (Leonard Soicher, QMUL) 

Extremal combinatorics (Peter Keevash and Katherine Staden, Oxford) 

Matroids and combinatorial geometry (Bill Jackson, QMUL) 

Probabilistic combinatorics (Stefanie Gerke, RHUL) 

Induced subgraphs (Alex Scott, Oxford) 

 

The intention is that this will revert to being a proper face-to-face conference.  There 

will as usual be an opportunity to contribute talks, more details in due course.   

 

For the website for past BCCs, see 

http://staff.computing.dundee.ac.uk/kedwards/bcc/past.html  

 

 

Regular short meetings supported by the BCC:  

https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/maths/bcc2022/
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Old Codgers meeting at Reading.  There was no Old Codgers meeting in 2020 due to 

COVID-19. An announcement on any meeting to take place this year will be made in 

due course.    

 

Open University Winter Combinatorics meeting. This was resurrected in  January 

2019 after some years of inactivity, with a new focus on early career researchers. Any 

announcement about any meeting which may or may not take place  in future will be 

made in due course.  

    

 

Scottish Combinatorics Meeting.  This will not run in Spring 2021 as was the original 

aspiration. It is possible (but far from confirmed) that a version of the meeting might 

run in the Autumn: 7-8 September have been pencilled in as dates (but again this is 

uncertain, even if some version does run). If some version does run. there may have to 

be some changes in the originally intended list of speakers, who were Joerg Kalcsics 

(Edinburgh), Bridget Webb (OU), Richard Mycroft (Birmingham), Erik Jan van 

Leeuwen (Utrecht), Stefanie Gerke (RHUL), John Lapinskas (Bristol), Fiona Skerman 

(Uppsala) and Jan van den Heuvel (LSE).   More details of any meeting which may run 

will be announced in due course, probably on the website 

http://www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/~kitty//scm/   

 

 

Postgraduate Combinatorial Conference (PCC): The next PCC was intended to 

collocate with the Scottish Combinatorics meeting at Glasgow, and it has been 

postponed until further notice. In the interim, your attention is drawn to the ePCC talks 

at https://e-pcc.github.io/  

 

     

London:  The next two linked 1-day colloquia in Combinatorics at QMUL and LSE are 

online (only) on  Wednesday 12 and Thursday 13 May 2021  

 

On Wednesday 12th May, the speakers are Peter Cameron (St Andrews), Oliver Janzer 

(ETH Zürich), Nicole Megow (Bremen), Orit Raz (Jerusalem), Josef Schicho (Linz) 

and Liana Yepremyan (LSE). 

 

On Thursday 13h May, the speakers are Marthe Bonamy (Bordeaux), Shagnik Das 

(Berlin), Jessica Enright (Glasgow), Matthew Jenssen (Birmingham), Oriol Serra 

(Barcelona) and Maryam Sharifzadeh (Umeå). 

 

Attendance is free of charge, but participants are required to register. More details can 

be found at  https://www.lse.ac.uk/Colloquia-in-Combinatorics which gives details of 

how to register (which you must do by 10 May) and will in due course contain more 

details, including the programme.  The organisers are Julia Böttcher and Jozef Skokan 

(from LSE) and Felix Fischer and Justin Ward (from QMUL).  

 

Oxford 1-day meeting in Combinatorics:  An announcement on any Oxford meeting 

that  may take place this year (there was originally an aspiration to run it on 26 May 

2021) will be made in due course.   

http://www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/~kitty/scm/
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Other Forthcoming UK Conferences and Meetings.  

Other UK meetings and/or courses coming up which may be of interest to (some) 

readers:   

Young Researchers in Combinatorics meeting. This was originally due to take place 

in 2020 and then there was an aspiration to run it at ICMS in Edinburgh in July this 

year. However there has now been a further postponement and the new planned dates 

are 18-22 July 2022 (which the eagle-eyed will observe is the week following the BCC 

at Lancaster). The website is  https://www.icms.org.uk/events/workshops/YRC     

Further details regarding participation in the workshop will be posted there in due 

course.   

 

International Workshop on Optimal Network Topologies (likely meeting).  There 

is an aspiration that a meeting with this title will take place, hopefully in close 

proximity to the Lancaster BCC, in 2022. Topics will include degree-diameter and 

degree-girth problems in graphs and digraphs, construction techniques and structural 

properties of optimal graphs and digraphs with given properties, spectral techniques in 

graph theory, design of networks for optimal efficiency or reliability and applications 

of graphs to theoretical chemistry. The Scientific Committee will be Jozef Širåň (OU). 

Patrick Fowler (Sheffield) and Klara Stokes (Umeå), with Grahame Erskine (OU) as 

principal organiser. The event is likely to be at ICMS in Edinburgh. However please not 

this is not yet absolutely confirmed, more details will be announced in due course if it 

does proceed.   

 

 

 

You are reminded that the Editor maintains a mailing list for advertising other 

forthcoming UK meetings, Ph.D. student level or above courses, etc. in combinatorics 

(broadly interpreted). Please email him if you would like to publicise such a meeting. 

Remember lists of forthcoming conferences in Combinatorics and related areas can be 

found in various places, including 

https://britishcombinatorial.wordpress.com/conferences/  

http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html  

http://www.maths.lse.ac.uk/Personal/jan/conferences.html  

https://www.conference-service.com/conferences/graph-theory.html  

 

Also. for these unruly times, remember that you can find lists of online 

combinatorics-related seminars  in various places including but not restricted to  

https://web.math.princeton.edu/~pds/onlinetalks/talks.html  

https://sites.google.com/view/epcwebinar/  

https://researchseminars.org/  

https://sites.google.com/view/web-add-comb 

https://people.maths.ox.ac.uk/scott/dmp.htm  

http://www.ams.org/profession/online-talks  

Movements.  
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Birmingham:  Dr. Antonio Girão has left Birmingham to take up a postdoc at 

Heidelberg. Dr. Maryam Sharifzadeh has left to become an Associate Professor at 

Umeå University in Sweden.  

Durham: Dr. Amitabh Trehan is a new lecturer, interested in various aspects of 

algorithms. Website http://www.amitabhtrehan.net/  

Glasgow: Dr. Gramoz Goranci (dynamic graph algorithms, combinatorial data 

structures, numerical linear algebra, metric embeddings) will take up a lectureship in 

Computing Science in June. Current website https://sites.google.com/view/ggoranci/  

 

Open University: Dr Silvia Barbina will be leaving the Open University and taking up 

a position as Associate Professor in Mathematics at the University of Camerino (in Le 

Marche, Italy), from 1st May. 

 

Ph.D theses in Combinatorics.  

 
Birmingham: Padraig Condon was awarded a PhD in 2020. He was supervised by 

Daniela Kühn and Deryk Osthus. Robert Johnson was the external and he is now 

working outside academia.  

 

Alberto Espuny Diaz received his PhD in 2020. He was supervised by Daniela Kühn 

and Deryk Osthus. David Ellis was the external. He has  moved to Ilmenau for a 

postdoc with Yury Person.  

 

Nicolas Sanhueza-Matamala received his PhD in 2020. Allan Lo was the supervisor, 

and he has moved to Prague for a postdoc.   

 

 

Other News.  

 
Leicester: The Executive Board of the University of Leicester is currently pursuing an 

initiative that includes combining the School of Mathematics and Actuarial Science 

with the School of Informatics into a joint School focussed on Artificial Intelligence, 

Computational Modelling, Data Science and Digitalisation. Part of the plan is to make 

all research-active staff in Pure Mathematics, including combinatorial mathematicians, 

redundant and to replace them with a few teaching posts. The vast majority of staff are 

strongly opposed to the planned redundancies and the plans to cease research in Pure 

Mathematics. Substantial national and international support against the plans has been 

expressed in numerous letters from highly respected individuals and academic bodies, 

and in thousands of signatures to petitions. Final decisions will be made by the 

Executive Board after the consultation period ends in late April 2021. Unfortunately, 

the future of combinatorial mathematics at Leicester is highly uncertain. 
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Open University: James Tuite was awarded an LMS Early Career Fellowship and will 

be collaborating with researchers from the Rényi Institute in Budapest as well as those 

at the Open University. 
 

 

 

Unsolved Problem 
 

From a recent preprint by Carsten Thomassen and Carol Zamfirescu 

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2104.06347.pdf . We’ll keep it short and sweet this time.  

 

Does there exist an infinite family of 5-regular 5-connected graphs which have only 

boundedly many Hamilton cycles? 

 

The authors shows that there is an infinite family of 4-regular 4-connected graphs 

which have only boundedly many Hamilton cycles.  

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2104.06347.pdf

