
British Combinatorial Committee

Minutes of the Birmingham meeting

Wednesday 31 July 2019, 8.00pm

Present: Peter Cameron (Chair – PC), Robert Johnson (Secretary – RJ),
Simon Blackburn (SB), Julia Böttcher (JB), Candida Bowtell (CB), Ben-
jamin Bumpus (BB), Max Gadouleau (MG), James Hirschfeld (JH), Kitty
Meeks (KM), Richard Mycroft (RM – left after Item 6), David Penman
(DP), Maryam Sharifzadeh (MS), Katherine Staden (KS), Andrew Treglown
(AT).

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 8 May 2019.

These were approved.

2. Matters arising

• Archive. This is being transfered to St Andrews. Material is
being sent to PC by Bridget Webb and Jan van den Heuvel.

• Bulletin. The current and previous bulletins and newsletters are
now available on the website.

• PhD prize. It was agreed to set up a prize for the best PhD the-
sis in combinatorics. Theses submitted between September 2017
and September 2020 should be eligible with the prize awarded at
the BCC in 2021 (in future years this would be reduced to a 2
year window). There was some discussion of the process of short-
listing and final adjudication, and whether this should be done
by committee members or external parties.

Action: JB to draft a proposal for rules and procedures
for a thesis prize and circulate to the committee for com-
ment.

• Parity of BCC year. PC presented a list of regularly occuring
conferences in combinatorics showing that there were clashes in
both even and odd years. However, the clear preference when
soundings were taken (including at the Business meeting earlier
this week) was to move to even numbered years. It was agreed
that the next BCC should remain in 2021 but that the following
should be in either 2022 or 2024 (with a preference for 2022).
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3. Election of Officers.

Robert Johnson was elected as Secretary. Simon Blackburn was elected
as Treasurer. David Penman will continue as Bulletin Editor.

4. Report on BCC27.

RM and AT reported that everything was going well. At the start of
the week 232 participants were registered (with a few more registering
during the conference).

A moderate surplus was expected. It was too early to say how much
and there was also some uncertainty on how the LMS would interpret
the rules of their grant regarding the return of unused funds.

A booksale would be held on Friday.

The mini-symposia continued to be very popular. Football had been
a popular addition to the social programme and should be considered
by future organisers.

Action: AT or RM to provide data on participants by country
of home institution.

5. Matters arising from the 2019 Business Meeting.

A discussion and ‘show of hands’ at the Business Meeting had shown
a preference for holding the BCC in even numbered years. This was
covered under Item 2.

6. Arrangements for BCC28 in 2021.

MG reported that the local organising team was in place and would
meet in September to fix initial details. It was agreed that the dates
should be decided soon so that speakers can be invited.

Action: MG to confirm dates for BCC28.

7. Speakers for BCC28.

The list of first choices (1.) and reserves (2.) was decided as follows:

[REDACTED]

8. BCC29 in 2022.

Tony Nixon (Lancaster) had expressed an interest in hosting the BCC
in 2023. If he is still willing to host a year earlier then we should
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accept this. Other possibilities were Bristol or Queen Mary. There
was some discussion of the possibility of a non-university venue but no
firm suggestions.

Action: PC to check whether Tony Nixon is able to host the
BCC in 2022.

9. Date of next meeting.

This will be during the London 2-day meeting in May 2020. Details
TBC.

10. Any other business.

The committee resolved that:

Peter Rowlinson is to be removed as a signatory from the
British Combinatorial Committee account held with Bank
of Scotland.

We Confirm that Simon Robert Blackburn and John Robert
Johnson are to be added as new signatories to the British
Combinatorial Committee account held with Bank of Scot-
land.

The meeting closed at 9.55pm.
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