
 
 

 
 

 British Combinatorial Newsletter No. 26 (September 2019)        
 

   Remember this Newsletter aims to complement the Bulletin with some additional 

information about (e.g.) details of forthcoming meetings, summaries of recent 

movements of people, visitors, etc.;  records of “outreach” activities or recent 

breakthrough results in the subject: it might include a combinatorial problem or an 

occasional oddity. British Combinatorial Newsletters are produced at the start of the 

academic year (when the movements information is most useful to e.g. seminar 

organisers) and also at around the time of the Bulletin (end of April or so) to let you 

know what is coming up over the Summer. They are on the BCB website at 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/maths/BCB/newsletters.htm  

      If you have material which you think might be suitable for inclusion, or suggestions 

as to how the newsletter should evolve, please contact the Editor, David Penman 

(dbpenman@essex.ac.uk). The Editor reserves control of content.   

 

 

Forthcoming meetings  

 
The next BCC (the 28

th
) will be at Durham from 5-9 July 2021.  

 

The list of invited speakers will be confirmed in due course, and the local organiser is 

Max Gadouleau, assisted by other colleagues in both Computer Science and 

Mathematics at Durham.  

 

The BCC after that (funnily enough, the 29
th

) will be at Lancaster in 2022. (Note the 

change of parity of the year of the BCC: this was the clear majority will at the Business 

Meeting at the BCC in Birmingham this year).  Provisional (but not yet confirmed) 

dates are 18-22 July 2022.  

 

For the website for past BCCs, see 

http://staff.computing.dundee.ac.uk/kedwards/bcc/past.html  

 

 

 

 

Regular short meetings supported by the BCC:  

 
Old Codgers meeting at Reading.  The next meeting will be on Wednesday 

November 6th at Reading. The speakers will include Norman Biggs (LSE), Anthony 

Hilton (Reading), Johannes Siemons (UEA), Oleg Pikhurko (Warwick) and  Justin 

Ward (QMUL). There will hopefully be a further speaker as well. More details will be 

announced in due course.  

 

Open University Winter Combinatorics meeting. This was resurrected in 2019 after 

some years of inactivity, with a new focus on early career researchers. Any 

announcement about any meeting which may or may not take place  in 2020 will be 

made in due course.  
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Scottish Combinatorics Meeting.  The next meeting will take place at Glasgow on 30 

April and 1 May 2020.  More details will be announced in due course.  

    The most recent most recent such meeting took place in April 2019 at Edinburgh. 

The webpage was http://homepages.inf.ed.ac.uk/mcryan/scm19/   

 

London:  The next two linked 1-day colloquia in Combinatorics at QMUL and LSE 

will hopefully take place at about the usual time in May 2020. The archive for the 

meeting is at 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/Mathematics/Events-and-Seminars/2019-Colloquia-in-Combinat

orics  

 

Oxford 1-day meeting in Combinatorics: The most recent such meeting took place 

on Wednesday 29 May 2019 and it is hoped that there will be a similar meeting next 

year.  The archive for the Oxford meetings is  

https://people.maths.ox.ac.uk/scott/Pages/onedaypast.htm   

 

Postgraduate Combinatorial Conference (PCC): The next PCC will take place at 

Glasgow.  More details will be announced in due course.  

 

 

Other Forthcoming UK Conferences and Meetings.  
 

Other UK meetings and/or courses coming up which may be of interest to (some) 

readers:   

 

Chris Cannings Memorial Conference, Sheffield, 16 November.  This is not a 

purely combinatorial event but the list of speakers 

http://markyarrow.website2.me/seminars will reveal a few faces familiar to 

combinatorialists. The website gives details of how those interested may register and 

some financial support available. Closing date for registration is 31 October.  

 

IPCO, the conference on Integer Programming and Combinatorial Optimisation, 

will take place at LSE from 8-10 June 2020.  There will also be an instructional 

summer school before hand from  6-7 June 2020.  The webpage is 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/ipco-2020/organisation   though again there will be more details 

to be added later. Submissions of papers should be made in accordance with the 

instructions in the “call for papers” part of the website, by 29 November 2019.  

 

Young Researchers in Combinatorics workshop at the International Centre for 

Mathematical Sciences (ICMS) in  Edinburgh from 19-25 July 2020.  See 

https://www.icms.org.uk/YRcombinatorics.php   for the information at present, 

including the organisers. The intention is that most of those involved will be PhD 

students. Applications to take part will (probably) be being considered from about 

October 2019.  
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You are reminded that the Editor maintains a mailing list for advertising other 

forthcoming UK meetings, Ph.D. student level or above courses, etc. in combinatorics 

(broadly interpreted). Please email him if you would like to publicise such a meeting. 

Remember lists of forthcoming conferences in Combinatorics and related areas can be 

found in various places, including 

https://britishcombinatorial.wordpress.com/conferences/  

http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html  

http://www.maths.lse.ac.uk/Personal/jan/conferences.html  

 

 

Movements.  

Birmingham: Dr. Eoin Long, interested in extremal and probabilistic combinatorics,  

has moved from Oxford to Birmingham. Former website 

http://people.maths.ox.ac.uk/long/  

Glasgow: Dr. Jessica Enright, interested in  graph theory, optimisation, algorithms and 

network epidemiology has moved to CS at Glasgow from Edinburgh. Old (at present 

fuller) webpage https://www.ed.ac.uk/profile/jessica-enright  

Lancaster: Dr. Sean Prendiville, interested in additive combinatorics, has moved from 

Manchester. Personal website https://sites.google.com/view/seanprendiville/  

LSE: Dr. Neil Olver, interested in combinatorial optimisation will be joining the Maths 

department at LSE in November 2019. His personal page is 

http://www.nolver.net/home/  

Warwick: Dr Charilaos Efthymiou (algorithms, discrete mathematics, and statistical 

physics) has returned to Computer Science at Warwick.  Personal site 

https://sites.google.com/site/charisefthymiou/home/publications 

Dr. Lorenzo Federico is now a postdoc in Mathematics at Warwick. Old website in 

Eindhoven (more informative at present): 

https://www.win.tue.nl/~lfederico/home.html  

 

 

 

Ph.D theses in Combinatorics.  

 
Marc Glen was awarded his PhD. Thesis Title: On word-representability of polyomino 

triangulations and crown graphs. Supervisor: Sergey Kitaev. External examiner: Vadim 

Lozin (Warwick). 

 

 

Unsolved Problem 
 

https://britishcombinatorial.wordpress.com/conferences/
http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html
http://www.maths.lse.ac.uk/Personal/jan/conferences.html
http://people.maths.ox.ac.uk/long/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/profile/jessica-enright
https://sites.google.com/view/seanprendiville/
http://www.nolver.net/home/
https://sites.google.com/site/charisefthymiou/home/publications
https://www.win.tue.nl/~lfederico/home.html


 
 

 
 

This is a problem taken from Gil Kalai’s blog 

https://gilkalai.wordpress.com/2019/09/01/richard-ehrenborgs-problem-on-spanning-t

rees-in-bipartite-graphs/#more-17923  

having shortly beforehand re-emerged from a meeting at Oberwolfach in a talk by 

Steve Klee; the problem is originally due to Richard Ehrenborg.  

 

Let G be a bipartite graph with m vertices on one side and  n vertices on the other side, 

and with vertex degrees 𝑑1, 𝑑2… , 𝑑𝑛 on the one side and 𝑒1, 𝑒2, … , 𝑒𝑚 on the other. Is it 

the case that the number of spanning trees of is at most 

 
∏ 𝑑𝑖∏ 𝑒𝑗

𝑚
𝑗=1

𝑛
𝑖=1

𝑛𝑚
? 

 

In words, is it true that the number of spanning trees is at most the product of the vertex 

degrees divided by the sizes of the two sides. The blog by Kalai contains quite a lot of 

background on e.g. known cases where there is equality for Ferrers graph.  
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