
 
 

 
 

 British Combinatorial Newsletter No. 25 (April 2019)        
 

   Remember this Newsletter aims to complement the Bulletin with some additional 

information about (e.g.) details of forthcoming meetings, summaries of recent 

movements of people, visitors, etc.;  records of “outreach” activities or recent 

breakthrough results in the subject: it might include a combinatorial problem or an 

occasional oddity. British Combinatorial Newsletters are produced at the start of the 

academic year (when the movements information is most useful to e.g. seminar 

organisers) and also at around the time of the Bulletin (end of April or so) to let you 

know what is coming up over the Summer. They are on the BCB website at 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/maths/BCB/newsletters.htm  

      If you have material which you think might be suitable for inclusion, or suggestions 

as to how the newsletter should evolve, please contact the Editor, David Penman 

(dbpenman@essex.ac.uk). The Editor reserves control of content.   

 

 

Forthcoming meetings  

 
The next  BCC (the 27

th
) will be at Birmingham from 29 July to 2 August 2019.  

 

Invited speakers are:  Penny Haxell (Waterloo, Rado Lecturer), Michael Krivelevich 

(Tel Aviv, Clay Lecturer), Dan Král' (Warwick), Kristin Lauter (Microsoft Research 

and University of Washington),  Hendrik van Maldeghem (Ghent), Iain Moffatt 

(RHUL), Igor Pak (UCLA), Daniel Paulusma (Durham) and Gábor Tardos (Simon 

Fraser and Rényi Institute).  

 

There will be mini-symposia as follows:  

 

Additive Combinatorics: Organised by Julia Wolf. Speakers will be Oliver Janzer 

(Cambridge), Sofia Lindqvist (Oxford), Oriol Serra (UPC) and Sophie Stevens 

(Bristol).  

 

Designs and Latin Squares: Organised by Peter Cameron.Speakers will be Rosemary 

Bailey (St Andrews), Sergey Goryainov (Shanghai Jiao Tong), Peter Keevash 

(Oxford), Michael Kinyon (Denver), Maura Paterson (Birkbeck) and Ian Wanless 

(Monash) 

 

Extremal Combinatorics: Organised by Oleg Pikhurko. Speakers will be Peter Allen 

(LSE), Julia Böttcher (LSE), David Conlon (Oxford) and Zoltán Füredi (Rényi 

Institute)   

 

Graph Colouring: Organised by Zdeněk Dvořák. Speakers will be Marthe Bonamy 

(LaBRI-Bordeaux), Jan van den Heuvel (LSE), Ross Kang (Radboud) and Luke Postle 

(Waterloo) 
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Probabilistic Combinatorics:  Organised by David Conlon. Speakers will be Matija 

Bucic (ETH Zürich). Stefanie Gerke (Royal Holloway), Matthew Jenssen (Oxford) and 

Joonkyung Lee (Hamburg).   
 

Ramsey Theory: Organised by Maria Axenovich. Speakers will be Andrzej Dudek 

(Western Michigan University), András Gyárfás (Rényi Institute), Dhruv Mubayi 

(University of Illinois at Chicago) and Alexey Pokrovskiy (Birkbeck).  
 

There will be the usual opportunity to contribute a relevant talk, which you should do 

by filling in an abstract as described on the conference website  and submitting it by 31 

May 2019.  

 

The website is 

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/mathematics/combinatorics-probabili

ty-algorithms/bcc/bcc-2019.aspx  

 

 

 

 

Regular short meetings supported by the BCC:  

 
Old Codgers meeting at Reading. It is hoped there will be a  meeting in November 

2019.   

 
Scottish Combinatorics Meeting.  The most recent such meeting took place on 25 

and 26 April 2010 at Edinburgh. The webpage was 

http://homepages.inf.ed.ac.uk/mcryan/scm19/  and it is hoped there will be a similar 

meeting next year.  

 

London:  The next two linked 1-day colloquia in Combinatorics at QMUL and LSE 

will be on Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 May 2019. . 

Speakers at QMUL on the Wednesday will be Keith Ball (Warwick), Eoin Long 

(Oxford), Natasha Morrison (Cambridge), Péter Pál Pach (Budapest), Ola Svensson 

(EPFL) and Julia Wolf (Cambridge).  

 

 On 10 May at LSE we have Johannes Carmesin (Birmingham), Julia Komjathy 

(Eindhoven), Fatemeh Mohammadi (Bristol), Dhruv Mubayi (Chicago), Sarah 

Penington (Bath) and Eva Tardos (Cornell).  

 

The website is  

http://www.lse.ac.uk/Mathematics/Events-and-Seminars/2019-Colloquia-in-Combinat

orics   

which additionally contains the full (hopefully now final!) schedule for the events, 

information on poster presentations by students and limited funding available to help 

research students with their travel costs.  

 

Oxford 1-day meeting in Combinatorics: The next will take place on Wednesday 29 

May 2019, at the Mathematical Institute as usual. Speakers are  Vida Dujmovic 

(Ottawa), Louis Esperet (Grenoble), Perla Sousi (Cambridge),. Remco van der Hofstad 
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(Eindhoven) and Martin Grohe (Aachen).  

https://people.maths.ox.ac.uk/scott/Pages/one-day_meeting.htm 

contains abstracts and a running order.  

 

Postgraduate Combinatorial Conference (PCC): The next PCC will take place at 

LSE from 10 to 12 June 2019.  In addition to the talks which participating students are 

encouraged to give, there will be three invited talks by Imre Leader (Cambridge), 

Natasha Morrison (Cambridge/IMPA) and Ben Barber (Bristol). The website is  

https://pcc2019.github.io/   which contains details of how to register, which you should 

do by 1 June 2019 This is also the date by which you should send in the abstract of your 

talk if you wish to give one.   

 

You are reminded that the Editor maintains a mailing list for advertising other 

forthcoming UK meetings, Ph.D. student level or above courses, etc. in combinatorics 

(broadly interpreted). Please email him if you would like to publicise such a meeting. 

Remember lists of forthcoming conferences in Combinatorics and related areas can be 

found in various places, including 

https://britishcombinatorial.wordpress.com/conferences/  

http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html  

http://www.maths.lse.ac.uk/Personal/jan/conferences.html  

 

 

Other Forthcoming Conferences and Meetings.  
 

Other UK meetings and/or courses coming up which may be of interest to (some) 

readers:   

Measurability, Ergodic Theory and Combinatorics. This meeting will take place at 

Warwick from 8-12 July 2019. The organisers are Miklós Abért, Tim Austin, András 

Máthé and Oleg Pikhurko. The website  is 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/maths/research/events/2018-19/metc  which contains a 

list of confirmed speakers. Registration deadline is 6 June 2019.  

Computability in Europe. This will take place at Durham from 15-19 July 2019.  The 

website is https://community.dur.ac.uk/cie.2019/  Closing date for registration is  

WORDS2019, the 12
th

 International Conference on Words, at Loughborough  from 

9-13 September 2019.  The website is http://words2019.lboro.ac.uk/  The website 

contains details of the invited speakers and other relevant information.   

Analytic and combinatorial methods in quantum information theory. This will 

take place at ICMS, Edinburgh, from 9-13 September 2019. The website is 

https://sites.google.com/view/acqit-venue/home  There will be a limit of 35 

participants and putative participants are urged to register by 20 July by using 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/G57HO/  

 

Awards etc.   
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Robin Wilson received the Ralph Stanton medal for Outreach Activities in 

Combinatorics at the 50th Southeastern International Conference on Combinatorics, 

Graph Theory & Computing, in Boca Raton, Florida on 6 March, 2019.  

 

Movements.  

Birmingham: Dr. Michal Przykucki (formerly at Oxford) and Dr. Antonio Girao 

(formerly at Cambridge) have become Birmingham fellows: respective websites  

http://web.mat.bham.ac.uk/M.Przykucki/  and 

https://sites.google.com/view/antonio-girao/home. Dr Andrey Kupavskii has left to 

take up a post at Oxford and Dr. Richard Lang has left to take up a post at Waterloo. Dr. 

Michelle Delcourt has also moved to Waterloo, and Dr. Jaehoon Kim has moved to 

Warwick.  

 

Bristol: Dr. Kevin Grace, interested in matroid theory, has taken up a post in the 

Department, website https://people.maths.bris.ac.uk/~io18542/ Dr. Ben Barber will 

shortly be leaving Bristol.  

 

Durham: Dr. Jakub Opršal has arrived as a postdoctoral researcher.Website 

https://community.dur.ac.uk/jakub.oprsal/  

Oxford: Dr. Andrey Kupavskii has arrived from Birmingham as a researcher, website  

http://kupavskii.com/  

 

Warwick.  New arrivals at Warwick are: Dr. Tom Gur (computer science, 

combinatorics and complexity), website https://www.dcs.warwick.ac.uk/~tomgur/  and 

Dr. Joel Larsson 

(https://scholar.google.co.uk/citations?user=KEL3W14AAAAJ&hl=en). As noted 

above, Dr. Jaehoon Kim has arrived from Birmingham 

(https://sites.google.com/view/jaehoon-kim). Dr. Lorenzo Federico is also now a 

postdoc at Warwick: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/maths/people/staff/federico/  

 

 

Ph.D theses in Combinatorics.  

 
 

QMUL: The following have recently been awarded Ph.Ds:  

 

Katie Clinch. Thesis Title: Global rigidity and symmetry of direction-length 

frameworks. Supervisor: Bill Jackson, examiners Louis Theran (St Andrews) and Steve 

Noble (Birkbeck). 

 

Hakan Guler. Thesis Title: Rigidity of frameworks. Supervisor: Bill Jackson, 

examiners Stephen Power (Lancaster) and Alex Fink (QMUL) 

 

Adthasit Sinna. Thesis Title: Tutte trails of graphs on surfaces 
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Supervisor: Bill Jackson, examiners  Dan Král (Warwick) and Jan van den Heuvel 

(LSE).  

 

Anum Khalid. Thesis Title: Enumeration of Generalised Directed Lattice Paths in a 

Strip. Supervisor: Thomas Prellberg, examiners Roger Behrend (Cardiff) and Robert 

Johnson (QMUL) 

 

Unsolved Problem 
 

This is related to a recent preprint by Blanchard, Fischer, Lachish and Reidl:  

https://arxiv.org/pdf/1903.02508.pdf   

 

The results in this paper are about cubic 2-edge connected graphs (“cubic”=all vertices 

of degree 3) and how long a path we can expect to find in such a graph.  Cutting a long 

story short, they show that every such graph has a path of length 

 𝛺(log2(𝑛)/𝑙𝑜𝑔𝑙𝑜𝑔(𝑛)) and that there exist cubic 2-edge connected graphs with no 

paths of length more than O(log2(𝑛)).  Can we close the gap between these two 

bounds? 
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