
 
 

 
 

 British Combinatorial Newsletter No. 22 (April 2017)       
 

   Remember this Newsletter aims to complement the Bulletin with some additional 

information about (e.g.) details of forthcoming meetings, summaries of recent 

movements of people, visitors, etc.;  records of “outreach” activities or recent 

breakthrough results in the subject: it might include a combinatorial problem or an 

occasional oddity. British Combinatorial Newsletters are produced at the start of the 

academic year (when the movements information is most useful to e.g. seminar 

organisers) and also at around the time of the Bulletin (end of April or so) to let you 

know what is coming up over the Summer. They are on the BCB website at 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/maths/BCB/newsletters.htm  

      If you have material which you think might be suitable for inclusion, or suggestions 

as to how the newsletter should evolve, please contact the Editor, David Penman 

(dbpenman@essex.ac.uk). The Editor reserves control of content.   

 

 

 

Forthcoming meetings  

 
The next 2015 BCC (the 26

th
) will be at Strathclyde. The dates are 3 -7 July 2017, 

and the Local Organiser is Segey Kitaev, with other organisers  David Bevan  

(Strathclyde), Anders Claesson (Iceland). David Manlove (Glasgow), Kitty Meeks 

(Glasgow) and Einar Steingrímsson (Strathclyde). The website is 

http://combinatorics.cis.strath.ac.uk/bcc2017/.  

The invited speakers are:  

 

Rosemary Bailey (University of St Andrews and Queen Mary University of London) 

Julia Böttcher (London School of Economics) 

Bill Chen (Nankai University) 

Gi-Sang Cheon (Sungkyunkwan University) 

Antonio Cossidente (Università degli Studi della Basilicata) 

Daniel Horsley (Monash University) 

Vít Jelínek (Charles University) 

Rob Morris (Instituto Nacional de Matemática Pura e Aplicada) 

Benny Sudakov (ETH Zürich) 

Julia Wolf (University of Bristol) 

 

Additionally, Graham Farr (Monash) will deliver a special lecture to mark Bill Tutte’s 

centenary.  

 

There will be three mini-symposia on: 

 

“Emerging methods in extremal combinatorics” run by Andrew Treglown, with 

speakers Jan Hladký (Prague),. Peter Keevash (Oxford),.  Dan Král’ (Warwick) and 

Mathias Schacht (Hamburg). 

 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/maths/BCB/newsletters.htm
http://combinatorics.cis.strath.ac.uk/bcc2017/


 
 

 
 

“Graph Colouring” run by Jan van den Heuvel, with speakers Maria Axenovich 

(Karlsruhe). , Marthe Bonamy  (LABRI) Jessica McDonald (Auburn)  and Maya Stein 

(Santiago, Chile).  
 

“Patterns in permutations and words” run by Sergey Kitaev with speakers Alex 

Burstein (Howard), Jeff Remmel (UCSD), Bruce Sagan (Michigan State) and Vincent 

Vajnovszki (Burgundy).  

 

Registration is open and will remain so until  2 July 2017.  However early bird 

registration closes on 31 May. The conference website explains how to register.  

 

Regular short meetings supported by the BCC:  

 
London: The next pair of linked one-day London colloquia in Combinatorics are on 10 

and 11 May 2017. The website is    

http://www.lse.ac.uk/maths/Seminars/Colloquia_2017.aspx  

 

At Queen Mary on Wednesday 10 May,  speakers are Sophie Huczynska (St. 

Andrews), Tibor Jordan (Budapest), Kitty Meeks (Glasgow), Oliver Riordan (Oxford), 

Andrew Treglown (Birmingham) and Uli Wagner (IST Austria, Klosterneuberg).  

These talks will take place in the Peston Lecture Theatre, The Graduate Centre, QMUL 

(building 18 on the map at http://www.qmul.ac.uk/docs/about/26065.pdf  – and no, not 

the same place as last year).  

 

At LSE on  11 May,  speakers are Agelos Georgakopoulos (Warwick), Shoham Letzter 

(ETH Zürich), Dömötör Pálvölgyi (Cambridge). Guillem Perarnau (Birmingham), 

Ronnit Rubinfeld  (MIT, Norman Biggs lecturer) and Asaf Shapira (Tel Aviv).   These 

talks will take place in the Sheikh Zayed Theatre, New Academic Building, LSE (part 

of the NAB on the map at http://www.lse.ac.uk/mapsAndDirections/home.aspx  - and 

no, not the same place as last year).  

 

Oxford 1-day meeting in Combinatorics: The next meeting will take place on 

Wednesday 24 May 2017.  The speakers are Christina Goldschmidt (Oxford). Bruce 

Reed (CNRS/McGill), Daniela Kühn (Birmingham), David Wood (Monash) and Paul 

Seymour (Princeton).  Titles and abstracts are on the website     

http://people.maths.ox.ac.uk/scott/Pages/one-day_meeting.htm  

 

Old Codgers meeting at Reading. The most recent such meeting was on Wednesday 

2 November 2016 at Reading. It is hoped there will be a similar meeting this year.  

 

Open University Winter Combinatorics Meeting. There was no OU meeting in 

January 2017 owing to the Gutin 60 meeting at  Royal Holloway and the meeting in 

Durham during that month.  Any annoumcements of any future meetings will be made 

in due course.  

 
Scottish Combinatorics Meeting.  The most recent such meeting took place on 24 and 

25 April 2017.  The webpage was http://turnbull.mcs.st-and.ac.uk/~nik/scm/  and it is 

hoped there will be a similar meeting next year.  

http://www.lse.ac.uk/maths/Seminars/Colloquia_2017.aspx
http://www.qmul.ac.uk/docs/about/26065.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/mapsAndDirections/home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/mapsAndDirections/home.aspx
http://people.maths.ox.ac.uk/scott/Pages/one-day_meeting.htm
http://turnbull.mcs.st-and.ac.uk/~nik/scm/


 
 

 
 

 

Postgraduate Combinatorial Conference (PCC): The next PCC will be being 

organised by Anja Komatar (Leeds). Details will be announced in due course.  

 

You are reminded that the Editor maintains a mailing list for advertising other 

forthcoming UK meetings, Ph.D. student level or above courses, etc. in combinatorics 

(broadly interpreted). Please email him if you would like to publicise such a meeting. 

Remember lists of forthcoming conferences in Combinatorics and related areas can be 

found at  http://www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/~pjc/bcc/conferences.html or 

http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html  

 

 

Other Forthcoming Conferences and Meetings.  
 

Other interesting UK meetings and/or courses are coming up:   

Bond-node structures: rigidity, combinatorics and materials science. This will take 

place at Lancaster from 7-9 June 2017. The website  is 

http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/maths/bond-node-structures/   

Plenary speakers are Miranda Holmes-Cerfon (Courant Institute, NYU), Tibor Jordan 

(Eotvos Lorand), Meera Sitharam (Florida) and Vincenzo Vitelli (Leiden).  

Registration fee is £20 (waived for research students)  and you register by emailing 

Tony Nixon (contact details on the website). Organisers are Derek Kitson, Tony Nixon, 

Steve Power and Bernd Schulze (all Lancaster).  The website also contains details 

about accommodation, travel and the existence of limited funds to support the 

attendance of UK-based research students.  

 

Birmingham/Warwick one-day combinatorics meeting.  This will take place on 9th 

June at the University of Warwick. The speakers are John Haslegrave 

(Warwick), Jaehoon Kim (Birmingham), Yury Person (Frankfurt) and Andrzej 

Rucinksi (UAM Poznan and Emory). More information is on the 

website http://go.warwick.ac.uk/bwcm/     There is a possibility that the organisers can 

provide lunch, if you intend to come (and want lunch!) please email 

K.L.Staden@warwick.ac.uk by May 12th. 

 

 

Interactions with Combinatorics.  This will take place at Birmingham on 29
th

 and 

30
th

 June 2017.  The aim is to discuss interactions of other mathematical topics with 

combinatorics. The invited speakers are Zdenek Dvořak (Prague), Leslie Ann Goldberg 

(Oxford), Peter Hegarty (Chalmers University, Gothenburg), Daniel Horsley 

(Monash), Oleg Pikhurko (Warwick), Oriol Serra (Barcelona), Julia Wolf (Bristol) and 

Yufei Zhao (Oxford).   The website is 

http://web.mat.bham.ac.uk/~treglowa/interactionscombinatorics  

and the organisers are Andrew Treglown and Allan Lo (Birmingham).  There is some 

scope to contribute talks and interested parties should talk to the organisers (contact 

details on the website) as soon as possible.  

 

FPSAC2017. This will take place at Queen Mary from 9-13 July 2017. The invites 

speakers are Drew Armstrong ( Miami), Soojin Cho (Ajou University, Seoul, South 

http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html
http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/maths/bond-node-structures/
http://go.warwick.ac.uk/bwcm/
mailto:K.L.Staden@warwick.ac.uk
http://iuuk.mff.cuni.cz/~rakdver/
https://www.cs.ox.ac.uk/people/leslieann.goldberg/
https://www.cs.ox.ac.uk/people/leslieann.goldberg/
http://www.math.chalmers.se/~hegarty/
http://users.monash.edu.au/~dhorsley/
http://users.monash.edu.au/~dhorsley/
http://web.mat.bham.ac.uk/~treglowa/interactionscombinatorics


 
 

 
 

Korea), Luc Lapointe (Talca), Greta Panova (Pennsylvania),. Dan Romik (UC Davis),. 

Colva Roney-Dougal (St. Andrews), Gordon Slade (UBC),. David Speyer (Michigan) 

and Kristina Vušković ( Leeds).  The starting page for registration on this conference is 

https://sites.google.com/site/fpsac2017/registration  Please note that early bird 

registration closes on 31 May.  

Extremal Combinatorics Workshop at Warwick.  This will take place from 18-22 

September 2017 at Warwick.  The website is  

www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/maths/research/events/2017-18/nonsymposium/ec/. 

Invited speakers are: Endre Csóka (Rényi Institute, Budapest), Zoltán Füredi (UIUC 

and Rényi Institute, Budapest), Łukasz Grabowski  (Lancaster), Penny Haxell  

(Waterloo), Peter Keevash  (Oxford), Dan Král' (Warwick), Daniela Kühn 

(Birmingham), Imre Leader (Cambridge), Hong Liu (Warwick), Deryk Osthus 

(Birmingham), Tibor Szabó (FU Berlin) and Konstantinos Tyros (Kos).   

There is again some scope for offering contributed talks, and interested parties should 

talk to the organisers Oleg Pikhurko and Katherine Staden, who can also give details of 

some financial support for UK research students and those from the former USSR.   

There is no registration fee, but registration will close on 17 August.  

 

Awards etc.  

In July 2016 Robin Wilson was awarded the Honorary degree of Doctor of Education 

by the University of Bradford for services to the communication of mathematics. IN 

August he gave the invited J. Sutherland Lecture at the Math Fest meeting of the 

Mathematical Association of America, on the subject of ‘Combinatorics: the 

mathematics that counts’.  

 

Movements.  

Birmingham: Dr Henning Sulzbach has been appointed as a lecturer in Modern 

Statistics, and his research interests are in probability theory and its applications to the 

analysis of random discrete structures. 

 

Bristol:  Dr. Andrew Brooke-Taylor  has left Bristol to take up a post at Leeds, Dr. 

Jason Semeraro has left to take up a post at Leicester and Dr. Benjamin Sach to take pu 

a post in industry.  

 

Cambridge: Dr. Paul Smith has left to take up a post at Tel Aviv University.  

 

Oxford: Dr. Sean Prendiville has left to take up a post at  Manchester.  

 

Warwick. Dr. Christoph Koch has been appointed a research fellow. He is interested in 

phase transitions, percolation processes, real-world networks, structural and extremal 

https://sites.google.com/site/fpsac2017/registration
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/maths/research/events/2017-18/nonsymposium/ec/


 
 

 
 

graph theory. Dr. Florian Lehner, also a research fellow, is interested in infinite, locally 

finite graphs; connections between groups and graphs; games on graphs; random 

structures and probabilistic methods. Finally, Dr. Maryam Sharifzadeh is interested in 

extremal combinatorics.  

 

 

Ph.D theses.  

 
Birmingham: Amelia Taylor was awarded her Ph.D at Birmingham in 2016.  Jozef 

Skokan (LSE) was the external.  

 

Open University: Grahame Erskine was awarded a PhD in March 2017, subject to 

minor corrections, for his thesis Diameter, girth and other properties of highly 

symmetric graphs. His supervisors were Jozef Širáň and Bridget Webb. The examiners 

were Norman Biggs (LSE) and Robert Brignall (Open University). 

 

Unsolved Problem 
 

(“No three in a line problem”). Find the maximum number of points which can be 

placed in the 𝑛 × 𝑛 grid such that no two of them are collinear.  

 

Clearly the answer is at most 2𝑛, as if 2𝑛 + 1 points are placed in the grid the 

pigeonhole principle makes it clear that at least one line must contain   There are 

constructions which give (3/2 − 𝜀)𝑛  points no two of which are collinear -  but the 

exact answer does not seem to be known.  


