
 
 

 
 

 British Combinatorial Newsletter No. 16 (April 2014)    
 

   Remember this Newsletter aims to complement the Bulletin with some additional 

information about (e.g.) details of forthcoming meetings, summaries of recent 

movements of people, visitors, etc: records of “outreach” activities or recent 

breakthrough results in the subject: it might include a combinatorial problem or an 

occasional oddity. British Combinatorial Newsletters are produced at the start of the 

academic year (when the movements information is most useful to e.g. seminar 

organisers) and also at around the time of the Bulletin (in April) to let you know what is 

coming up over the Summer. They are on the BCB website at 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/maths/BCB/newsletters.htm  

      If you have material which you think might be suitable for inclusion, or suggestions 

as to how the newsletter should evolve, please contact the Editor, David Penman 

(dbpenman@essex.ac.uk). The Editor reserves control of content.   

 

Donald Preece  
 

Many of you will now have heard the sad news of the death of Donald Preece in  

Edinburgh in early January 2014. An appreciation of his life and work by Rosemary  

Bailey has been uploaded to the Arxiv: http://arxiv.org/pdf/1402.2220v1 There is also 

in circulation an appreciation based largely on information provided by Ian Anderson,  

a copy of which can be seen at  

http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~dbpenman/BCB/BCBFiles/2014/preece.pdf   

 

 

 

Forthcoming meetings  

 
The 2015 BCC (the 25

th
) will be at Warwick. The dates are now confirmed as 6-10 

July 2015, and the local organising team is Artur Czumaj, Agelos Georgakopoulos, 

Dan Král’, Vadim Lozin and Oleg Pikhurko.  

 

There invited speakers will be Manuel Bodirsky (Paris), Xing Chaoping (Nanyang), 

David Conlon (Oxford), Stefanie Gerke (RHUL), Gil Kalai (Jerusalem), Tomasz 

Łuczak (Poznan), Gary McGuire (Dublin), Sergey Norin (McGill) and Nik Ruškuc (St. 

Andrews).  

 

There is an  (at present rather shell) website, to which further information will be added 

in due  course, at  

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/maths/research/events/2014-15/nonsymposium/25

bcc/  

 

 

Regular short meetings supported by the BCC:  

 
London: The next pair of linked one-day London colloquia in Combinatorics will take 

place at  QMUL on Wednesday 14 May 2014 and at LSE on Thursday 15 May 2014.  
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On 14 May speakers are Ben Barber (Birmingham), Ehud Friedgut (Weizmann 

Institute), Vytautas Gryslus (Cambridge), Peter Keevash (Oxford), Miklos Simonovits 

(Budapest) and Konrad Swanepoel (LSE).  

 

On 15
th

 May at LSE, they are Jozsef Balogh (Illinois and Szeged), Peter Cameron (St. 

Andrews), Penny Haxell (Waterloo), Diana Piguet (Birmingham), Pavel Valtr (Prague) 

and Paul Wollan (Rome).  

 

The website for the events is 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/maths/Seminars/Colloquia_2014.aspx   

which now contains titles of all talks. Events begin at 10.30 on the Wednesday at LSE 

(Mathematics Lecture Theatre) and (earlier…) at 10.00 at LSE. Organiser at QMUL 

Robert Johnson, at LSE Jozef Skokan.  

 

Oxford 1-day meeting in Combinatorics: The next meeting is on Thursday (sic) 5
th

 

June 2014. Speakers are  Rob Morris (IMPA), Angelika Steger (ETH Zürich), Jacob  

Fox (MIT), Jeff Kahn (Rutgers) and Gil Kalai (Jerusalem). Website is  

http://people.maths.ox.ac.uk/scott/Pages/one-day_meeting.htm  

which contains titles and most abstracts.  

 

For both the London colloquia and the Oxford meeting, limited funds may be available 

to support the reasonable expenses of research students and details of how to seek these 

are given on the respective websites. Both events are supported by both the LMS and 

the BCC.  

 

Postgraduate Combinatorial Conference (PCC): The most recent PCC was at  

Royal Holloway from 14-16 August 2013.  The venue for this year’s event is yet to be 

confirmed.   

 

The most recent Open University meeting took place on 29 January 2014 and the most 

recent Old Codgers meeting on 30 October 2013. It is again hoped that similar meetings 

will take place at roughly the same time next year.  

 

 

You are reminded that the Editor maintains a mailing list for advertising other 

forthcoming UK meetings, Ph.D. student level or above courses, etc. in combinatorics 

(broadly interpreted). Please email him if you would like to publicise such a meeting. 

Remember lists of forthcoming conferences in Combinatorics and related areas can be 

found at  http://www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/~pjc/bcc/conferences.html or 

http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html  

 

 

Movements.  

 
Bath: Dr. Alexandre Stauffer has joined the Department. He is interested in probability, 

including probabilistic Combinatorics. Web page 

https://sites.google.com/site/alexandrestauffer/  
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Birmingham: John Lapinskas will be moving to  Oxford for a postdoc in October 

2014. Dr. Allan Lo (already a postdoc at Birmingham) is now a Birmingham Fellow, 

and Jaehoon Kim (UIUC) will be moving to Birmingham in October 2014.  

 

Bristol: Dr. Tony Nixon has left (the intention is left temporarily) Bristol to spend 

some time at York University in Canada.  

 

Durham: Dr Konrad Dąbrowski has returned to Durham after a brief spell in France.  

at ESSEC Business School. Drs. Alejandro Erickson (combinatorial algorithms, 

interconnection networks, mathematical art, tilings and coverings) and Archontia 

Giannopoulou (structural graph theory, graph algorithms, parameterized complexity) 

are also now postdocs in the Department.  Dr. Shiping Liu is a post-doc in the Maths 

department at Durham, interested in spectral geometry which sometimes leads him into 

spectral graph theory. Their respective webpages are 

http://community.dur.ac.uk/konrad.dabrowski/, 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/directory/profile/?id=11910, 

http://community.dur.ac.uk/archontia.giannopoulou/ and 

http://www.maths.dur.ac.uk/~cttr73/ .  

 

Glasgow Dr. Alice Miller (combinatorial algorithms) has joined the Department of  

Computer Science. Webpage http://www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/~alice/  

 

Open. Dt. Nick Gill has left to take up a post in Costa Rica.  

 

QMUL Dr. Alex Fink has taken up a Lecturehip at Queen Mary. He is interested in  

algebraic combinatorics, matroid theory and tropical geometry: webpage  

http://www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/~fink/   

 

St. Andrews Dr. Max Neunhoeffer has left St. Andrews to work for a software company 

in Germany.  

 

University of South Wales (Glamorgan in old money):  Prof. Derek Smith will be 

retiring on 31 August 2014.  

 

Warwick. Prof. Maxim  Sviredenko has left to take up a post at Yahoo! Labs.  

 

 

 

Forthcoming Conferences.  

 
SIGMAP - Symmetries In Graphs, Maps And Polytopes. This will take place from  

7th - 11th July 2014 at ELIM Conference Centre, West Malvern, U.K. The website is  

http://mcs.open.ac.uk/SIGMAP/   and invited speakers are: Gareth Jones 

(Southampton), David Singerman (Southampton), Jurgen Wolfar (Goethe University, 

Frankfurt-am-Main), Marston Conder (Auckland), Asia Ivic Weiss (York University, 

Canada), Primoz Potocnik (Ljubljana), Cai Heng Li  (Western Australia), Shaofei Du 

(Capital Normal University, Beijing), Roman Nedela (Matej Bel University, Slovakia) 

and Aleksander Mednych, Novosibirsk State University, Russia. The webiste contains 

more details of financial support etc.  
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     Gareth Jones, David Singerman and Jurgen Wolfart will give a mini-course on 

connections between maps, Riemann surfaces and dessins d'enfant in their invited 

lectures scheduled for the morning of Wednesday 9th July.    

 

Additive Combinatorics @ Bristol 2014. This meeting will take place on 18 

September 2014.  The website is  

 http://www.juliawolf.org/seminars/lmsheilbronn.shtml   

Speakers are Juanjo Rué (FU Berlin),  Tom Sanders (Oxford), Thomas Bloom 

(Heilbronn Institute/University of Bristol), Mark Walters (Queen Mary University of 

London) and Julia Wolf (Bristol).  

 

      

 

Unsolved Problem 

 
This one is taken from Josh Cooper’s nice collection of open problems at 

http://www.math.sc.edu/~cooper/combprob.html  

Let    be the ball of radius r in the plane.  Consider the unit distance graph on it, i.e. 

two points are adjacent if and only if their distance is 1. 

  No prizes are given for observing that for       the answer is 1. No prizes are 

really given for noting that if       the answer is 2: it is also not too hard to convince 

yourself that if       the answer is at least 3. In fact one can show that up to 

             it is still straightforward to show that it stays 3. At some point the 

chromatic number becomes 4: one can see that the point at which is becomes 4 is at 

most             That then leaves two questions:  

 

1. Find more precisely the point where the  chromatic number moves from 3 to 4.  

2. Work out a more detailed story of the evolution of the chromatic number as r 

increases.  

http://www.juliawolf.org/seminars/lmsheilbronn.shtml
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