
 
 

 
 

 British Combinatorial Newsletter No. 13 (September 2012)  
 

   Remember this Newsletter aims to complement the Bulletin with some additional 

information about (e.g.) details of forthcoming meetings, summaries of recent 

movements of people, visitors, etc: records of “outreach” activities or recent 

breakthrough results in the subject: it might include a combinatorial problem or an 

occasional oddity. British Combinatorial Newsletters are produced at the start of the 

academic year (when the movements information is most useful to e.g. seminar 

organisers) and also at around the time of the Bulletin (in April) to let you know what is 

coming up over the Summer. They are on the BCB website at 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/maths/BCB/newsletters.htm  

      If you have material which you think might be suitable for inclusion, or suggestions 

as to how the newsletter should evolve, please contact the Editor, David Penman 

(dbpenman@essex.ac.uk). The Editor reserves control of content.   

 

 

Forthcoming meetings  

 
Geometric and Topological Graph Theory. This meeting will take place at Bristol 

from Monday 15
th

 to Friday 19
th

 April 2013. The website is 

http://www.maths.bris.ac.uk/~maakn/GTGT2013  

which includes a list of provisionally confirmed invited speakers: Dan Archdeacon 

(Vermont), Robert Connelly (Cornell), Mark Ellingham (Vanderbilt), Mike Grannell 

(Open), Terry Griggs (Open), Bill Jackson (Queen Mary), Tibor Jordán (Eötvös 

Loránd), Stephen Power (Lancaster) and Walter Whiteley (York).  The organisers are 

Tom McCourt and Tony Nixon (Bristol). More details on the website, including how to 

contact the organisers.   

 

 

BCC2013: The 2011 BCC (the 24
th

) will be at Royal Holloway, University of London 

(RHUL) from Sunday 30 June (arrival date)  - Friday 5 July 2013. The Local 

Organiser is Simon Blackburn, assisted by Stefanie Gerke and Mark Wildon. The  

webpage for the conference is http://bcc2013.ma.rhul.ac.uk/ which already contains 

some provisional information about transport, accommodation etc.  

    The invited speakers are Jacob Fox (MIT), Massimo Giulietti (Perugia), Tor 

Helleseth (Bergen), Jan van den Heuvel (LSE), Jozef Širáň (OU), Einar Steingrímsson 

(Strathclyde), Kristina Vušković (Leeds), Geoff Whittle (Victoria, NZ) and Doron 

Zeilberger (Rutgers). Titles etc. will be announced in due course.  

    There will be an opportunity to contribute talks, details of this will be announced 

nearer the time. Registration for this event is likely to open in October 2012.  

 

Combinatorics, Algebra and More. This is a meeting to celebrate Peter Cameron‟s 

contributions to mathematics. It will take place at Queen Mary from Monday 8- 

Wednesday 10 July 2013. (That is, immediately after the BCC2013!). More details 

will be announced later.  

 

Regular short meetings supported by the BCC:  

 

http://www.essex.ac.uk/maths/BCB/newsletters.htm
http://www.maths.bris.ac.uk/~maakn/GTGT2013
http://bcc2013.ma.rhul.ac.uk/


 
 

 
 

Old Codgers’ Meeting: The next Old Codgers‟ Meeting will take place on 

Wednesday 31 October 2012 at Reading. The speakers are Norman Biggs (LSE, 

TBA),  Peter Cameron (QMUL, TBA), Jackie Daykin (KCL, "A variant of the 

Burrows-Wheeler transform using V-order"), Fred Holroyd (Open, "A Herculean 

victory for Giuseppe Piano"), Eoin Long (Cambridge, TBA), and David Penman 

(Essex, "Fixed point polynomials of permutation groups"). Further details, including 

remaining titles and abstracts, will be announced in due course. There will be a meal 

after the meeting.  

 

Open University Winter Combinatorics Meeting: The next Open University Winter 

Combinatorics meeting will take place on Wednesday 30 January 2013, see 

http://wcm.open.ac.uk The speakers are Mireille Bousquet-Mélou (Bordeaux),   

David Conlon (Oxford), David Evans (UEA), Iain Moffatt (Royal Holloway) and 

Steven Noble (Brunel). Titles etc. will be confirmed later, see the website for details.  

 
London: The most recent pair of linked one-day colloquia in Combinatorics took place 

at QMUL and LSE on 16
th

 and 17
th

 May 2012. It is hoped there will be a similar 

meeting next year.  

 

Oxford 1-day meeting in Combinatorics: The last Oxford meeting was on 30 May 

2012. It is hoped there will be a similar meeting sometime next year – watch for details.  

 

PCC: This took place at Warwick from 15-17 August 2012, with Konrad Dąbrowski 

and Chris Purcell as hosts.  An abstracts booklet is available at  

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/dimap/events/pcc2012/booklet.pdf  

The next PCC is planned for Royal Holloway in 2013, and will be hosted by Andrew 

McDowell: more details will be announced later.   

 

 

You are reminded that the Editor maintains a mailing list for advertising other 

forthcoming UK meetings, Ph.D student level or above courses, etc. in combinatorics 

(broadly interpreted). Please email him if you would like to publicise such a meeting. 

Remember lists of forthcoming conferences in Combinatorics and related areas can be 

found at  http://www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/~pjc/bcc/conferences.html or 

http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html  

 

 

Movements.  

 
Birmingham: In addition to the previously announced (outward) move (in October) of 

Dr. Fiachra Knox to a postdoc at QMUL, and (inward) move of Dr. Viresh Patel from 

Durham (he arrived in June), Dr. Béla Csaba has left Birmingham to take up a post in 

Szeged. Dr. Elisabetta Candellero has arrived from the Technisches Universität Graz 

(as of 1
st
 September) as a postdoc: she is interested in random walks and branching 

random walks on certain products of groups, old webpage 

http://www.math.tugraz.at/~candellero/  

 

Cambridge: Dr. Boris Bukh has left Cambridge to take up a new post at Carnegie 

Mellon University, Pittsburgh.  Dr. Michael Bateman, interested in additive 

http://wcm.open.ac.uk/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/dimap/events/pcc2012/booklet.pdf
http://www.math.tugraz.at/~candellero/


 
 

 
 

combinatorics, will shortly arrive from UCLA to take up a postdoc. (Old) webpage 

http://www.math.ucla.edu/~bateman/  

 

Derby: Dr. Ovidiu Bagdasar has been appointed to a Lectureship. He is interested in 

various aspects of mathematics, including discrete mathematics. Webpage 

http://www.derby.ac.uk/staff-search/dr-ovidiu-bagdasar  

 

Durham: Dr. Maximilien Gadaouleau took up a Lectureship at Durham in January 

2012, coming from QMUL. He is interested in coding theory, network coding and 

information theory, and their applications and interactions with combinatorics and 

matroid theory. Webpage http://www.dur.ac.uk/m.r.gadouleau/  

    Drs. Petr Golovach, Barnaby Martin, Artem Pyatkin and Yonghong Xiang have all 

left their postdocs at Durham to take up posts at (respectively) the University of Bergen, 

a lectureship at the University of Middlesex (to begin shortly), the  Sobolev Institute of 

Mathematics in the Novosibirsk Akademgorodok (Russia). and in the aerospace 

industry in China.    

 

UEA:  Dr. Taoyang Wu is now a Lecturer in Computing Science at UEA, coming from 

Singapore (having previously been at UEA as a postdoc and QMUL as a Ph.D student). 

He is interested in various aspects of discrete mathematics, probability, algorithms, 

usually related to mathematical biology. Webpage 

http://www.uea.ac.uk/cmp/People/Faculty/Taoyang+Wu  

 

Kent: Dr. Ana Loureiro, interested mainly in orthogonal polynomials but also in 

aspects of combinatorics and approximation theory has joined the Department as a 

lecturer. Personal webpage https://sites.google.com/site/afilipaloureiro/  

 

LSE: Dr. Mitch Keller has left his visiting post at LSE to return to a post in the USA.  

 

Manchester: Dr. James Hook, interested in stochastic processes on graphs and tropical 

algebra, is a Research Fellow in the department. Website  

http://personalpages.manchester.ac.uk/staff/James.hook/homepage.html  

 

Open: Dr. Nicholas Korpelainen, formerly a research student at Warwick, will be 

joining the department as a Research Associate from 1
st
 October 2012.  

 

RHUL: Dr. Iain Moffatt, interested in algebraic combinatorics, topological graph 

theory and knot theory, has just joined the Department as a Lecturer. New webpage  

http://www.personal.rhul.ac.uk/uxah/001/  

  

Warwick: Dr. Amin Coja-Oghlan has left to take up a post at the Goethe-Universität in 

Frankfurt am Main. Daniel Král‟ has been appointed to a Professorship at Warwick 

from 1
st
 October; he is interested in graph theory and related areas of mathematics and 

computer science, old webpage http://atrey.karlin.mff.cuni.cz/~kral/index.html.en      

 

 

Recent Ph.D. theses in Combinatorics.  
 

Open University: David Parks was awarded a Ph.D in May 2012. The title of his thesis 

is „Graph Theory in America 1876 to 1950'.  His supervisor was Robin Wilson. The 

http://www.math.ucla.edu/~bateman/
http://www.derby.ac.uk/staff-search/dr-ovidiu-bagdasar
http://www.dur.ac.uk/m.r.gadouleau/
http://www.uea.ac.uk/cmp/People/Faculty/Taoyang+Wu
https://sites.google.com/site/afilipaloureiro/
http://personalpages.manchester.ac.uk/staff/James.hook/homepage.html
http://www.personal.rhul.ac.uk/uxah/001/
http://atrey.karlin.mff.cuni.cz/~kral/index.html.en


 
 

 
 

examiners were Ian Anderson (University of Glasgow) and Tony Crilly (retired, 

formerly Middlesex University). 

 

 

Unsolved Problem 

 
An old chestnut of Erdős and Gyárfás: 

 

Conjecture. Every graph of minimum degree 3 contains a cycle whose length is a 

power of 2.   

 

It is known any putative counterexample has at least 17 vertices (Markström-Royle: see 

e.g. http://abel.math.umu.se/~klasm/Uppsatser/cycex.pdf: see also 

http://ginger.indstate.edu/ge/Graphs/CYCLES/index.html). It is known that the 

conjecture is true for claw-free planar graphs (Daniel and Shauger, see Congr. Numer. 

153 (2001) 129--139.  See also http://arxiv.org/pdf/1109.5398v2.pdf  

If you prefer to think asymptotically, it is known that any putative counterexample has a 

quite strong upper bound on its average degree; (Sudakov-Verstraete): 

http://www.math.ucla.edu/~bsudakov/cycle-length.pdf  But there is still wriggle room 

for a potential counterexample to squeeze through!  

http://abel.math.umu.se/~klasm/Uppsatser/cycex.pdf
http://ginger.indstate.edu/ge/Graphs/CYCLES/index.html
http://arxiv.org/pdf/1109.5398v2.pdf
http://www.math.ucla.edu/~bsudakov/cycle-length.pdf

