
 
 

 British Combinatorial Newsletter No. 12 (April 2012)  
 
   Remember this Newsletter aims to complement the Bulletin with some additional 
information about (e.g.) details of forthcoming meetings, summaries of recent 
movements of people, visitors, etc: records of “outreach” activities or recent 
breakthrough results in the subject: it might include a combinatorial problem or an 
occasional oddity. British Combinatorial Newsletters are produced at the start of the 
academic year (when the movements information is most useful to e.g. seminar 
organisers) and also at around the time of the Bulletin (in April) to let you know what is 
coming up over the Summer. They are on the BCB website 
at http://www.essex.ac.uk/maths/BCB/newsletters.htm  
      If you have material which you think might be suitable for inclusion, or suggestions 
as to how the newsletter should evolve, please contact the Editor, David Penman 
(dbpenman@essex.ac.uk). The Editor reserves control of content.   
 
 
Forthcoming regular meetings supported by the BCC.   
 
 
BCC2013: The 2011 BCC (the 24th) will be at Royal Holloway, University of London 
(RHUL) from Sunday 30 June (arrival date)  - Friday 5 July 2011. The Local 
Organiser is Simon Blackburn, assisted by Stefanie Gerke and Mark Wildon. The  
webpage for the conference is https://www.ma.rhul.ac.uk/BCC24 which already 
contains some information about transport, accommodation etc.  
    The invited speakers are Jacob Fox (MIT), Massimo Giulietti (Perugia), Tor 
Helleseth (Bergen), Jan van den Heuvel (LSE), Jozef Širáň (OU), Einar Steingrímsson 
(Strathclyde), Kristina Vušković (Leeds), Geoff Whittle (Victoria, NZ) and Doron 
Zeilberger (Rutgers). Titles etc. will be announced in due course.  
    There will be an opportunity to contribute talks, details of this will be announced 
nearer the time.  
 
London: The next pair of linked London meetings will be at QMUL and the LSE on 
Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th May 2012. Details appear at  
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/maths/Seminars/Colloquia_2012.aspx   
    Speakers at QMUL (start 10.30) will be Julia Böttcher (LSE), Gregory Gutin 
(RHUL), Daniel Král (Prague), Richard Mycroft (Birmingham), Lutz Warnke (Oxford) 
and Günter Ziegler (Berlin).  
     At LSE (start, earlier..., at 10.00) they are Rosemary Bailey (QMUL), Magnus 
Bordewich (Durham), Artur Czumaj (Warwick), Nikolaos Fountoulakis 
(Birmingham), János Pach (EPFL) and Mathias Schacht (Hamburg). 
 
Oxford 1-day meeting in Combinatorics: The next Oxford meeting will take place on 
the 30 May 2012. (Note non-usual date). The detailed list of speakers/times etc. will be 
announced in due course.    
 
 
PCC: The venue for the next meeting will be Warwick, with Konrad Dąbrowski and 
Chris Purcell as hosts. The dates will be 15-17 August 2012, and the webpage 
is http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/dimap/events/pcc2012/  
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Registration is now open, and the first 30 bookings will get the reduced rate for 
registration of £30. There will, as usual, be an opportunity for students to give talks. In 
addition, there will be invited talks – details to be confirmed later.  
    In 2013 it will be at Royal Holloway, hosted by Andrew McDowell. Further details 
will be announced in due course. The most recent meeting took place from 3-7 July 
2010, at QMUL, organised by Andrew Drizen and John Faben. 
 
 
Old Codgers’ Meeting: The most recent such meeting took place at Reading on 
Wednesday 2 November 2011, details 
at http://www.essex.ac.uk/maths/BCB/BCBFiles/2011/ReadingOldCodgers2011.pdf  
It is hoped that there will be a similar meeting next year.  
 
Open University Winter Combinatorics Meeting: The most recent Open University 
Winter Combinatorics meeting took place on Wednesday 25 January 2012, 
see http://wcm.open.ac.uk It is hoped there will be a similar one next year.  
 
 
Other Forthcoming Meetings.  
 
 
You are reminded that the Editor maintains a mailing list for advertising other 
forthcoming UK meetings, Ph.D student level or above courses, etc. in combinatorics 
(broadly interpreted). Please email him if you would like to publicise such a meeting. 
Remember lists of forthcoming conferences in Combinatorics and related areas can be 
found at  http://www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/~pjc/bcc/conferences.html 
or http://www.math.uiuc.edu/~west/meetlist.html  
 
 
 
Movements.  
 
Birmingham: Fiachra Knox will be moving to QMUL as a postdoc from October 
2012. Dr. Viresh Patel will be arriving from Durham as a postdoc from June 2012.  
 
Dundee: Dr. Hannah Coutts has now left Dundee.  
 
Durham: Dr Ross Kang has left to a new post at CWI (the Centruum for Wiskunde en 
Informatik) in Amsterdam from 1 January 2012.  Dr. Viresh Patel will shortly be 
leaving to go to Birmingham.  
 
LSE: Dr. Peter Allen and Dr. Julia Böttcher have been appointed to Lectureships at the 
LSE. Both are interested in extremal and probabilistic combinatorics.  
 
RHUL: Dr. Anders Yeo has left to take up a Senior Research Fellowship in 
Johannesburg.  
 
Warwick: Dr Harald Räcke has moved to the Munich University of Technology to 
take up the position of an associate professor. 
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    Prof Maxim Sviridenko joined Warwick from IBM in January 2012. He is interested 
in combinatorial optimisation, scheduling, complexity theory, randomised algorithms: 
see http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/dcs/people/maxim_sviridenko/  
     Dr. Juraj Stacho has been appointed as a postdoc working with Dr. Vadim Lozin. He 
is interested in structural graph theory, etc.: see http://www.cs.toronto.edu/~stacho/     
      Dr. Christine Zarges, interested in randomised algorithms, is now a 
postdoc: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/dcs/people/zarges/  
 
 
 
Recent Ph.D. theses in Combinatorics.  
 
Again, not more accurate than the information I receive: “recent” may be ill-defined.  
 
Open University: Costas Psomas was awarded a Ph.D in January 2012.  The title 
of his thesis is 'Combinatorial embeddings and representations'.  His supervisors were 
Terry Griggs, Jozef  Širáň and Bridget Webb. The examiners were Ian Anderson 
(University of Glasgow) and Robert Brignall (Open University). 
 
 
Unsolved Problem 
 
This is from Deryk Osthus’ collection.  
 
Even babies know that the largest antichain in the power set of  (with 
inclusion as the partial order) is got by taking the collection of all sets of order as close 
as possible to /   (Thus those of order /  if n is even, of order  or  if  
is odd).  This antichain of course has order .  
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Suppose now we take each element of the power set of to be in a random partial 
order  with probability , independent of all other subsets of  Is it 
true that the size of the largest antichain is asymptotically  provided  
with ?.  
 
The result is known [D. Osthus, Maximum antichains in random subsets of a finite set, 
J. Comb. Theory Ser A. 90 (2002) 336-346 http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/jcta.1999.3048] 
when  tends to infinity with : in fact a rather more general result is 
proved  in that paper. However a complete solution does not seem to have been 
provided yet. It is known that the condition  is needed.  
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